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Digital Globalisation Transforming

the English Language
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Pre-reading

o  What do you think the phrase digital globalisation means?

Ans. ‘Digital globalisation’ means the connection of people around the world thrdugh the
internet and digital technology, allowing easy sharing of information and ideas.

e  How might global use of the internet inﬂuence the way English is spoken or written?

Ans. The global use of the internet influences English by introducing new words, short forms

and mixed languages, making it more flexible and widely understood.
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1. | expansion /1k'spaen. fon/ n | growth, extension oGl
2 | phenomenon | /fo'nom.1.nen/ n | occurrence, event Sy 2
3 | dominant /'dom.Lnont/ adj | ruling, prevailing UL
4 | neologisms | /ni'nl.a.d3i.zam/ n | new words, coined words sWiz
5 | lingua franca, /flr?:ggl‘zz ' n E?i(im;()lzriﬁglgl:g?’ ) IS
6 zsv(iifc-hing /'kaud switf.m/ n | alternating languages Pauligt g
7 | hieroglyphs - | /'har.ro.glifs/ n | picture writing, symbols Jif S
8 | reign [rem/ v rulé, prevail L‘lw:ct‘/ Sy
9 | conscious. /'kon, fas/ adj aware, intentional G :off
10 | adaptation / &d.®pter.foan/ n | adjustment, modification Lloscedb
11 | extinction /1K stigk. an/ n | disappearance, dying out PR
12 | inclusive /m'klu:.s1v/ adj | comprehensive, overall | o 5% ¢ b
13 | regional /'ri:.d3zon.al/ adj | local, provincial Jg’ "
_1_4‘ \_S_tfn,dirdized / 'staen.de.délzd/ adj . uniform, regularized It A
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1. In the 21% century, the world
witnessed a rapid expansion of digital
technologies and global connectivity. This
phenomenon, often referred to as digital
globalisation, has not only transformed
economies and cultures but also left a
significant mark on languages, most notably,
English.
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2. Once the language of a few nations,
English has become the dominant medium of
digital communication, education,
entertainment, and commerce. However, as
English spreads across borders through
digital platforms, it evolves in fascinating
and sometimes controversial ways. Here, we
will try to explore how digital globalisation®
has impacted the English language by
altering  its  vocabulary,  grammar,
communication style, and cultural identity.
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3. One of the most obvious effects of digital
globalisation on English is the explosion of
new vocabulary. The internet has given rise
to hundreds of neologisms, newly coined
words, that are now commonly used in
everyday communication. Words like
“hashtag,” “selfie,” “unfriend,” and “meme”
were either invented or popularized through
social media platforms. = Additionally,
abbreviations such as “LOL” (laugh out
loud), “BTW” (by the way), and “DM”
(direct message) have become an integral
part of digital language. These terms, born
out -of the need for speed and efficiency,
reflect how the English language is
constantly adapting to fit modem
communication needs.
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4. Another major shift involves the blending
of English with other languages and local
expressions. Since English is often used as a
global lingua franca, a bridge language
between speakers of different native tongues,
it absorbs words and phrases from a wide
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range of cultures. For example, terms like
“hijab,” “sushi,” and “aesthetic” are used
freely across English language social media
and blogs, even if they come from Arabic,
Japanese or Greek. In online spaces, it is
common to see people mix English with their
native languages; a practice called code-
switching. This has resulted in hybrid
dialects like “Taglish” (Tagalog + English)
and “Singlish” (Singaporean English),
showcasing the linguistic flexibility digital
globalisation has encouraged.

el bl e 3 LIS UPE 1 - On
bl (5F M};l&ful?ﬂ"’ o 3/
ot e et o e T st o F v £ i 251
/.,UMGJU(:JTKUKJ -wéfc&tgk&glg:(}/u‘ag
L bl B 3S kA L i ) S8 F
{J&?‘J’i\f%/:éluﬁ‘-{“:‘, ._z‘_.lz;éhf:(luf
v SIYFL S ks w2 S 6 S

B LI G P

5. Grammar, too, has not been left untouched.
While traditional grammar rules still apply
in formal writing, the rise of texting,
tweeting, and chatting has created a more
relaxed approach to sentence structure and
punctuation. On platforms like Twitter,
where characters are limited, users often omit
articles, punctuation, and even capitalization
to save space. For instance, a sentence like “I
am going to the store” might be shortened to
“goin 2 store.” While some see this as a
decline in language standards, others argue
that it reflects a creative adaptation to new
communication tools.
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6. Furthermore, emoji use has added a visual
element to language, sometimes replacing
words entirely. A heart emoji or a fire symbol
can now carry complex emotional‘'meanings,
acting like modern-day hieroglyphs.
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7. Digital globalisation has also influenced
how English is spoken. Pronunciation and
intonation are being shaped by global media,
especially YouTube.
blending, and new speech patterns are
emerging, especially among younger
generations. For example, many non-native

Accents are slowly]
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British slang, pronunciation, and idioms
through exposure to online content. The
result is a more standardized, international
form of English but it may also lead to the
loss of regional accents and traditional forms.
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8. However, the globalisation of English
raises important questions about cultural
dominance and inequality. Because English
is the default language on most digital
platforms, non-native speakers often feel
pressured to adopt it in order to access
information, participate in conversations, or
gain job opportunities. While this opens
doors for many, it also marginalizes local
" |languages and contributes to their decline. In
a digital world where English reigns supreme
and smaller languages risk extinction if they
are not preserved through conscious effort.
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9. Despite these concemns, the influence of
digital globalisation on English is not entirely
negative. -In fact, it has created a more
inclusive and diverse linguistic landscape.
New forms of English reflect the voices of
people from different cultural and linguistic
backgrounds. Whether it’s a Ghanaian
YouTuber mixing local proverbs * with
English or a Filipino blogger writing in
Taglish or a Pakistani YouTuber giving the
blend of Urdu to English, digital spaces have
allowed English to become a truly global
language; shaped by its users rather tha

confined by rigid rules. :
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10. The digital globalisation has had a
profound impact on the English language. It
has expanded vocabulary, loosened grammar
rules, and introduced hybrid forms of
communication that reflect global diversity.
While there are concerns about the loss of
linguistic purity and the dominance of
English over other languages, the overall
- |effect is one of growth, change, and
adaptation. As digital technology continues
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to evolve, so too will the English language
and adapting to meet the needs of its global
speakers in creative and unexpected ways.

_ Box Questions

» What is code-switching, and how does it reflect the influence of digital
globalisation on the English language? 10603003
‘| Ans. Code-switching is the practice of alternating between languages or language varieties
in communication. It reflects digital globalisation by blending English with other
languages, spreading hybrid expressions across cultures through online platforms.

» How does the dominance of English on digital platforms create both opportunities
and challenges for speakers of local languages? 10603004
Ans. English dominance online creates opportunities by enabling global communication,
education, and economic access; but it challenges local languages by reducing their use,
threatening cultural identity, and limiting inclusion for non-English speakers.

Glossary
1 abbreviations
2 controversial debatable, disputed
3 conversations chats, dialogues
4 | evolve progress, grow
5 | exposure disclosure, uncovering
6 | fascinating captivating, engaging
7 flexibility | adaptability, versatility
8 hieroglyphs symbols, pictographs
9 | hybrid mixture, composite
10 | inclusive comprehensive, all-embracing
11 | omit 1 skip, drop
12 | profound deep, significant
13 | traditional conventional, customary
14 | witnessed observed, seen

and Critical Thinking
A. Answer the following questions:

1. What is digital globalisation, and how | connectivity. It is deeply connected to

is it connected to the English language?
10603005
Ans. Digital globalisation refers to the rapid

expansion of digital technologies and global

English because English has become the
dominant medium for this connectivity,
spreading across borders through social
media, entertainment, and commerce.
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2. Give examples of vocabulary that
emerged through digital globalisation. 10603006
Ans. Examples of Vocabulary: Some
examples of vocabulary that emerged
through digital globalisation are hashtag,
selfie, unfriend and meme. Other examples
include LOL, BTW and DM.

'3, What is code-switching, and how does
it appear in online communication? 10603007
Ans. Code-switching is the practice of
mixing English with one’s native language.
In online communication, it appears as
hybrid dialects like “Taglish” (Tagalog +
English) or “Singlish” (Singaporean
English), where users switch between
languages freely in chats and posts.

4. How has digital communication
affected traditional grammar rules? 10603008
Ans. Digital communication has led to a
relaxed approach to grammar. To save space

and time, users often omit punctuation, .

capitalization, and articles. For example, “I
am going to the store” becomes “goin 2
store”.

5. What concerns does the author raise
about the dominance of English on digital
platforms? 10603009

Exercise MCQs

B. Choose the correct option.

Ans. The author raises concerns about
cultural dominance and inequality. There is a
fear that the dominance of English
marginalizes local languages, leading to their
decline or even extinction if they are not

- preserved.

6. Do you agree with the author’s claim
that English is becoming more flexible and
creative due to digital globalisation? 10603010
Ans. Yes, I agree. Digital platforms allow
users from diverse backgrounds to blend
English with their own cultures (like emojis
or local slang). This makes the English
language more inclusive and adaptable to
modern needs rather than being stuck in rigid
rules.

7. How do emojis and memes function as
a new kind of language? 10603011
Ans. Emojis and memes act like modem
hieroglyphs, adding a visual element that
conveys complex emotions instantly. While

"they support communication effectively,

they cannot fully replace words because they
lack the precision needed for detail or formal
explanation.

10603012

.| Statements | - A [
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What is the
meaning of
1 | code-switching
as used in the
essay?

changing
passwords
frequently

switching
between slang
and emojis -

using only
formal
- English in
digital spaces

mixing English
with another
language in

conversation v’

Which of the
following is an
example of a
word created or |
popularized by
digital
platforms?

friend

television

hashtag v/ grammar
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modern meanings. | OF Support for by teenagers. vocabulary.
English? S £5- words. v/ N i
What is a s »
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Vocabulary and © . aing

(A) Read the sentences and identify the type of phrase underlined. - :

1 The girl with th¢ red scarf. Adigetival ‘Phlrase It descrlb_es th¢ noun “girl”.
is my cousin. ' : : (tells which one)

) We walked along the beach Adesilsial Bl It describes the verb “walked”.
at sunset. ‘ (tells where)

3 He responded in a rude Adverbial Phrase It describes the verb “responded”.
manner. (tells how)
The house by the riveris- | , ,. .. = It describes the noun “house”.

¢ abandoned. | Atiectival Pluase (tells which one)

5. They arrived after the Adverbial Phrase It describes the verb amved”

| ceremony. : ' (tells when)
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(B) Read the sentence and identify the type of phrase and write them with its
accurate type.

~ The dog with the golden fur slept peacefully under the old wooden table during
the quiet afternoon. Its owner, a boy in a blue jacket, watched with great interest as the
rain fell softly on the windowpane. The calm room filled with the scent of coffee made the
perfect settmg for a lazy weekend.

SEEE P heases I T
1 | with the golden fur | ok Adjectxval Phrase

Typ ‘;Lérmmrm SR R G
It descrlbes the noun “dog”.
(Which dog?)
Preposmonal Phrase It describes the verb “slept”.
(acting as Adverbial) | (Where did it sleep?)
Prepositional Phrase | It describes the verb “slept”.
(acting as Adverbial) | (When did it sleep?)
~ | It describes the noun “boy”.

2 | under thé“old wooden table

3 | during ;tﬁe;quiet afternoon

Sy A

4 {inablue jacket ; Adjectival Phrase

- (Which boy?)
: P itional Pl It describes the verb
5 | with great interest repos1 1onat FArase |« atched”. (How did he
(acting as Adverbial) watch?)

Prepositional Phrase | It describes the verb “ell”.
| (acting as Adverblal)’ (Where did it fall?)
filled with the scent of It describes the noun “room”. |
7 cotte Adjectlval Phrase (Which room?) :
- | Prepositional Phrase | It describes the verb “made”.
Sk M (actmg as Adverblal) (Why did it make?)

6 | onthe wmdowpane

& | for alazy weekend

(C) Read the following passage, ldentlfy the denotatlve (literal) meanings and
explore the connotative meanings:

“The old man lived alone in a small house at the end of the street. Some said he was
frugal, always saving and avoiding unnecessary. expenses. Others whispered that he was just
stingy, never willing to spend a dime—even on things that mattered. His house was simple,
with few decorations, but it felt cold and bare, not cozy or welcoming.”

Sr. | Words | Denotative Meanings | Connotative Meanings | Feelings | Ideas

1 saving money, not being careful and wise G L
wasteful - | with money, sensible st | P

5 gy unwilling .to. spend : belng mean er greedy dislike negative
money, miserly with money, selfish '

3 | simple | straightforward, easy | modest, ordinary simplicity | neutral

4 |cold low m e peratue, feelingless, unfriendly lack af negative
unwelcoming _ warmth

5 | bare unclothed, empty . - | lifeless, poor emptiness | negative
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1 gal o economlcal cheap wise

2 | stingy thrifty, greedy close-fisted

3 | simple straightforward, common ordinary it
4 | cold unwelcoming, minimalist : unfriendly

5 | bare plain, empty poor

Oral Communication SKkills
(A) Partner Interview & Report Back:

Partner Interview: Asim and Asima are talking in the playground during the break.

Asim: Assalam-o-Alaikum! Let me start. What is one thing you’re passionate about and why
Asima: Wa-Alaikumussalam! Okay, I am passionate about travelling, finding nature around
the world.

Asim: What is your favourite memory from the past year?

Asima: I went to Kashmir to capture the natural beauty. I saw-many lakes and met with rustic
people. They are simple and hardworking,

Asim: If you could travel anywhere in the' world, where would you go and what would you
do there?

Asima: I would love to go to the holy city of Makkah to perform Hajj. It’s our religious duty.
Asim: Well! What’s a new skill you’d like to learn?

Asima: I'd like to learn driving to explore the world. It is a helpful skill as I hke city life too.
Asim: Good! I can see why!

Asima: Thanks!

Asim: Mention not.

Report Back: I interviewed Asima, my partner. She is very passionate about travellmg
because it lets her find nature around the world and meet with different people. She visited
Kashmir last year and enjoyed it. Her dream travel destination is Makkah, where she wants to
perform Hajj. Moreover a new skill she wants to learn is driving to help her explore the city
life.

|
(A) Select a topic and write a well-structured paragraph using a hook, a lead-in,
_ a topic sentence, - supporting sentences and closing sentence (optlonal) that
develop the idea clearly.

Toplc The Impact of Dlgltal Technology on Educatlon

ae a classroom that has no walls and ﬁts ent1rely 1ns1de your
1 | hook
pocket.
2 lead-in With the rise of smartphones and the mtemet thlS futuristic idea has | |
sentence become a reality for m1lhons of students |
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: | Digital technology has revolutionized modern education by making
3 . | topic sentence learning accessible, interactive, and personalized.
[ For instance, students can now watch video tutorials on complex
; subjects or collaborate with peers globally through apps. Educational
4 SUPPOIINE platforms offer personalized learning paths that adapt to a student’s
SCHtences pace. However, this shift also requires students to be more
disciplined to avoid digital distractions.
closing Clearly, the digital shift has reshaped how knowledge is delivered
5 | sentence and received, opening doors to endless possibilities.

Spelling MCQs

@ Choose the words wnth correct spellmgs

Objéctire Type

10603013

1 abbrev1at10nss abbreviatons abreviations abbrev1at10ns v
2 controversial v’ controversl controversiall controversiel
3 . conversasion conversation v’ conversetion converstation
4 evolv euolv ‘evolve v/ eolv

5 exposur exposure v’ expossure expousre
6 fascinatng fascinatting fascineting fascinating v/
i flexibilty flexibilir ~ flexibility v/ - flexiblity

8 hieroglyps hieroglyphs v/ hierogliths hierogliphs
9 hybrid v/ hybird hibrid hybridd
10 inklusive inclusiv inclusive v’ inklusive
11 omit v’ omtl omitte omitt

12 profounnd profound v’ profoundd profond
13 traditional v/ traditnal tradicional tradittional
14 witnessd witnessedd wtnessed witnessed v/

(II) Choose the correct meamngs of the underlmed words .

10603014

513

ISZ

Thesynonym of w1tnessed

observed v’

heard

English evolves in

fascinating and sometimes

controversial ways.

uninteresting

captivating

dull

English evolves in

fascinating and sometimes
controversial ways.

debatable v’

accepted

free
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Abbreviations such as .
“LOL” (laugh out loud) : . acronyms -

4 have become an integral RHIASES v Lo : idiorns
part of digital language. e

5 | The word hybrid means: pure single mixture v’ old
It is showcasing the _— adaptability ) '

6 linguistic Nexibility. rigidity T seriousness | concern
Traditional grammar rules 7 [ . '

Y R TR t d

.7 | still apply in formal writing. - cus,t_qmaryi i v“unusua CICpIPTdiy | Bhederd

8 | The word omit means: " include - add exclude v | repeat

g | Emoj = has pccen a removed included v''| ignored | replaced

- visual element to language. : : '
A heart emoji or a fire _ _ .} combl

10 .| symbol is acting like - _computers tools methods v > .
modern-day hleLglvphs - - at]

. | They adopt idioms through : disclosure : i
t

11 exposure to online content. ignorance o protection | hiding
They often feel pressured to )

12 adoph it erdaR|D experiments | exams Qialogiss ames
participate in P : v &
conversations.

It has created a more shrinTehensive , _ e

13 | inclusive and diverse P 2 exclusive | limited usual
linguistic landscape. :

14 ;I:le i of,L__ro.fm.md‘ shallow small weak deep v

15 | The synonym of evolve is: stop develop v/ hide: shrlnk

Grammar MCQs

(III) Choose the correct option accordmg to grammar

10603015

atements- | AEG
“LOL” is an example - . .. | abbreviation ' ’
1 i P adjective abbre\\;latlon erb adverb .
English is often used
as a global lingua ' AR 2
2 franca. The underlined agvetb / nown gerund adjective
word is a/an: G
§ (13 1 2 4 3
Taglish™ s an ; hybrid dialect S
3 example of: french old English s A7 0 Spanish
The book on the top : ’ v
adverbial jecti :
4 | shelf is mine. The Sy a%l:Cthgl noun phrase | verb phrase
underlined part is a/an: parase | 7
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He ran with great TR , Sakerbinl

speed. The underlined advegiivl noun phrase | verb phrase p o v
: phrase p

part 1s a/an: ‘

“The wind whispered s o :

secrets.” It is an simile metaphor P erson:flcatlon | hyperbole

example of:

“My computer is a staskics il

dinosaur.” It is an = ‘/p simile - | personification | alliteration

example of:

“She slammed the

door.” From this, we happy hungry sleepy angry v

can infer that she was: |-
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