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The Dear Departed
Lsf ))5 > Il

(One-Act Play)
Stanley Houghton

About the Author — Stanley Houghton (1881-1913)

Stanley Houghton was an English playwright and drama critic. He was born in Manchester (UK), where he worked in the cotton
trade. Here he kept on his passion for the theatre. The Dear Departed (1908) was performed by Miss Horniman's Repertory
Theatre. His plays such as Independent Means (1909), The Younger Generation (1910), Master of the House (1910), Fancy-
Free (1911) led up to the highly successful Hindle Wakes (1912). His works often focused on contemporary social issues and
human relationships, with a keen sense of satire, particularly focusing on the middle and working classes. He used humour to
expose the flaws and contradictions in society, making his plays both thought-provoking and entertaining.

The theme of The Dear Departed revolves around materialism and hypocrisy in family relationships. The play highlights how
greed and self-interest often overshadow genuine care and affection, especially when inheritance is involved. It exposes the
superficiality of familial bonds and critiques the way people can become opportunistic and selfish when there are material
gains at stake. Through dark humour and satire, Stanley Houghton underscores the moral decay and lack of sincerity that can
exist within families, prompting reflection on the true nature of familial love and values.
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Sisters Mrs. Slater, Mrs. Jordan
Their husbands Henry Slater, Ben Jordan
A girl of ten Victoria Slater
Grandfather Abel Merryweather
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The Dear Departed (Play Text with Urdu Translation)

Character

Dialogue / Stage Direction

Scene: The scene is the sitting room of a small house in a
lower middle-class district of a provincial town. On the
spectator's left is the window, with the blinds down. A sofa
is in front of it. On his right is a fireplace with an armchair.
In the middle of the wall facing the spectator is the door
into the passage. To the left of the door a cheap, shabby
chest of drawers. To the right a sideboard. In the middle of
the room is a table, with chairs round it. Ornaments and a
cheap American clock are on the mantelpiece. On the
sideboard a pair of gaudy new carpet slippers. The table is
partly laid for tea, and the necessaries for the meal are on
the sideboard, as also copies of 'Tit-Bits' and 'Pearson's
Weekly'. Turning to the left through the door takes you to
the front door; to the right, up-stairs. In the passage a hat-
stand is visible.
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S 3] =S G g e S ppe Laneg =S
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When the curtain rises Mrs. Slater is seen laying the table.
She is a vigorous, plump, red-faced, vulgar woman prepared
to do any amount of straight talking to get her own way.
She is in black, but not in complete mourning. She listens a
moment and then goes to the window, opens it and calls
into the street.

i S s il jowo 57 1 liad] 03
= iy 2z Ep iT9e ibsrae Sl oy iy
S = S lsie Db () 5 o S pe 03y
B -chU:J:(uJ)—{‘—gLé RONEPY
89 - o S JaSo IS imq tto LS
b (S S ) =g (i ) S
S e A gl =y saS ) iy

4

(sharply) Victoria, Victoria! D'ye hear? Come in, will you?
(Mrs. Slater closes window and puts the blind straight and

33 o i WS 10,9585 05385 (o (559)

)s‘mw)swéﬂsr\-\lww)oésjbswj

our new black's ready, and Ben and Elizabeth will never

Mrs. Slater then returns to her work at the table. Victoria, a precocious u‘”‘s =S5 0 5 e ey gl o S ledsw 03
girl often, dressed in colours, enters.) 055, 57 (S5 e Sl o385 -y T
(-=1 = d"‘-" = u‘s—d& (S0 wk.d
I'm amazed at you, Victoria; | really am. How you can Ol =8lg Uae A_uysg ‘WU u)fo R E e
gallivanting about in the street with your grandfather lying | ~Soz s¢ iSw say psaf One 8 S ¢ U
dead and cold upstairs, | don't know. Be off now, and UM e o Vi RS 59 6350 gl lsls Ll
Mrs. Slater . il g ai ) Sl gl ) e el Sl
change your dress before your Aunt Elizabeth and your c;)gt} wt;..\::l:j 9= L?‘“":g@" ? b
Uncle Ben come. It would never do for them to find you in 3 O o P = U TR
coloure Y -8 80 Ui o) (S 58 0 S S0 e (ol
Victoria What are they coming for? They haven't been here for ages. | Uy = usile 5865 TUa =1 T S ey
—ox S o
They're coming to talk over poor grandpa's affairs. Your el oSl Melre S Isls 4 bsa o
father sent them a telegram as soon as we found he was 005 S 3 polae Gl =T & g ol -Un
gone. (A telegram is heard.) Good gracious, that's never ‘5~1‘) i by pl 8 s SOl Gl ey &8
them. (Mrs. Slater hurries to the door and opens it.) No ‘ o) U%; 09 = ca S ‘T’ (= L“*J:L‘“ Pl
thank goodness! It's only your father. (Henry Slater, a :59 =‘ < ;’é‘f d ’f id‘;s )‘“‘l‘“
Mrs. Slater stooping, heavy man with a drooping moustache, enters. s :1; S A=t =
He is wearing a black tailcoat, grey trousers, a black tie and =" S ke ) o U e
& anicoat, grey ' azige Sy GSar S e o3]S 5l
a bowler hat. He carries a little paper parcel.) S VS Sl 5 el oy By 5l a5l e
TR CIVVR PUR U Y PPN - P P IEIT
Sl Jo ) 1S L by Sl 0y -y S,
(-t S
Henry Not come yet, eh? SOl Sl U S5 s
You can see they haven't, can't you? Now, Victoria, be off o 2 US T a0 S Oy s 280 ol
Mrs. Slater upstairs and that quick. Put your white frock on with a black | -3 —w st sl cm 5585 el € S 280s
sash. (Victoria goes out.) gl o S mile S 818 i
(cmt Sl b m)sS)
Mrs. Slater (to Henry): I'm not satisfied, but it's the best we can do till G S Ut s Oedae e (v (5.5)

taleemzone.com

taleemzone.com



Character Dialogue / Stage Direction
have thought about mourning yet, so we'll outshine them =S Lo ol s ) gl G sl wils 5
there. (Henry sits in the armchair by the fire.) Get your O o = w‘ g B t’sw UMS o ol
boots off, Henry; Elizabeth's that prying she notices the 8 S8 i) - S ol =’ b =
least speck of dirt. sl gt ) e (e el o)
wo)ALu‘)ALgéggogde‘gcl@oy%
cet S Liged
I'm wondering if they'll come at all. When you and Elizabeth | 1,5 oo - 8 GaT (a8lg 09 S Usq b @om oo
Henry quarrelled she said she'd never set foot in your house again. | 5 5 3 LS =5 (ol 55 a3 I 1580 S 2k 3] sl
S oS, U 033 e S e S e
She'll come fast enough after her share of what B S e iy 2oz =S Isls il eg
grandfather's left. You know how hard she can be when she | o5 S Uy il il -8 ST (558 u—ﬁls
likes. Where she gets it from, | can't tell. (Mrs. Slater Shlz o ST =t u—'.l? 91 JSze (S8
Mrs. Slater unwraps the parcel Henry has brought. It contains an apple Jre) 'j-""(“‘ & U“‘"‘bb““ ‘dsﬂs U“‘%‘ =
pie, which she puts on a dish on the table.) -t silgaS 5 Ju =5 = =S s ke
Sol e 09 e =0 S dl SOl e ]
(cmt S, Oae 0
Henry | suppose it's in the family. ct oo OB 2 bed o S WY e
Mrs. Slater What do you mean by that, Henry Slater? € ke g g albe WS —u Ll 8 LT
| was referring to your father, not to you. Where are my come Bl U, 8 S5 8 Wy Sl e
Henry . <
slippers? Yo OUS Jaz e
In the kitchen; but you want a new pair, those old ones are s b Sol oS o oS e Sl 20k
nearly worn out. (Nearly breaking down.) You don't seem to | i) -Us =Sz 50 035 bais Sl 09 (emls
realize what it's costing me to bear up like | am doing. My oo S gy Uagd b 58 T (g 055
heart's fit to break when | see the little trifles that belonged -US; ‘uu Soe S Lu?d R un‘ﬂ LS
Mrs. Slater to grandfather lying around, and think he'll never use them | <> > P S ég“y J> e
q a q S ,-\Agd
again. (Briskly) Here! You'd better wear these slippers of SR ﬂ‘ "'C 5 u‘x i ‘“"”v
randfather's now. It's lucky he'd just got a new pair- J R A Ege )
& : Y Juste P €l S o e 1ok (o 5599) -80S One
S ot Ghewd (293 -9 O Jaz = S Isls
o e 57 8 Sl ) )
Henry They'll be very small for me, my dear. csob e =8 Ust saz = 4 sre 05
They'll stretch, won't they? I'm not going to have them =S @ls 6§ ) e TU o « 8 0 JaS oy
wasted. (She has finished laying the table.) Henry, I've been JeSe p8 8 K e = ) —0st o u—”ﬁ
Mrs. Slater thinking about that bureau of grandfather's that's in his 254 =S s S sl ks Gl s s (=
bedroom. You know | always wanted to have it after he SR e poy S =S O) 57 Ust 1 @ oxe
died. = éu‘%%%:‘-’ r‘ et e O3
o Gl 68 Sl Zul ay S
Henr You must arrange with Elizabeth when you're dividing whlr =8 b i Melre mile S st ) e
Y things up. -3t oty S S gz o
Elizabeth's that sharp she'll see I'm after it, and she'll drive a | () (ae S (8 caSus 69 S o3 (3] i 3]
Mrs. Slater hard bargain over it. Eh, what it is to have a low money - -GS S g ey el 69 49l Ugr =mzn S
grubbing spirit! ETPURPES 'l
Henry Perhaps she's got her eye on the bureau as well. ce A S el e e S el e
She's never been here since grandfather bought it. If it was | s Ol oS 05 = a5 =l =5 Dsls
Mrs. Slater only down here instead of in his room, she'd never guess it ol o b (S a S S Ol oy SIS
wasn't our own. = S G828 U o3Il s S g 55 94
i g Sl sl
Henry (startled) Amelia! (He rises.) (= Gl 09) obyos! (59 —5SS92)
Henry, why shouldn't we bring that bureau down here Ol 55 =2 Ol 58 e ol @ = S s
Mrs. Slater now? We could do it before they come. Soe e oo 2 SO ol S e
Henry (stupefied) | wouldn't care to. -8 st 0 ola g S el e (US 51 Ol >)
Mrs. Slater Don't look so daft. Why not? SOMS US -5k e Luged )
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Henry It doesn't seem delicate, somehow. S Uas sl 40 s S
We could put that shabby old chest of drawers upstairs S 2S5 15l S Bgake i el =S Ugs
where the bureau is now. Elizabeth could have that and =t S Il m ) e Sl Gl o
Mrs. Slater welcome. I've always wanted to get rid of it. (She points to o) o iy e -y S Jhiial 8 Ll
the drawers.) 03513 83) - =3 u-"tL’ LS Jolo |, onz —
(e S o)l G,k
Henry Suppose they come when we're doing it. CU e S o On S 09 9,8 o8
I'll fasten the front door. Get your coat off, Henry; we'll t;.v.l ~S s S0 sS aslgss =S hele Use
change it. (Mrs. Slater goes out to fasten the front door. Oy I R TR W PV PY. SVRTY] HREN S
Mrs. Slater Henry takes his coat off. Mrs. Slater reappears.) Ab = =5 S w58 4 5ls e S5 Shele ke
S e -y )61 58 Wl g - S
(-:t S logad o )bgs
I'll go up and move the chest of drawers out of the way. e Sl S Bgae Sy Ugsle S gl Uae
Mrs. Slater (Victoria appears, dressed according to her mother's =S Sl S Ole Lyl mysiSs) —us il
instructions.) (czt S5 503 Gallae
Victori Will you fasten my frock at the back, mother? (S 93 w0l o ey 58 S1,8 gm0 I LS
ictoria ol
I'm too busy get your father to do it. (Mrs. Slater hurries 25098 48 S Wy il (g By pas e
Mrs. Slater upstairs and Henry fastens the frock.) i s et S sl o il il )
(g lionsly S 3
Victoria What have you got your coat off for, Father? = LU o S &S Lyl T
Mother and me are going to bring grandfather's bureau =25 0be guem B lsls Sl e sl Obe S ol
Henry
down here. Sosl J
Victoria (after a moment's thought.) Are we packing it before Aunt S ool oy S (S zgw sy =S el SY)
Elizabeth comes? Fos oy S Sy g v S S i)
Henr (shocked) No, my child. Grandpa gave it to your mother (a5 (55 0I5 2o s a0 o)
4 before he died. e s 58 Ole (,lad m i ks Lz e
Victoria This morning? Sarozl
Henry Yes! oy
Victoria Ah! He was drunk this morning. e e 3 o 7 g Lol
Hush, you mustn't ever say he was drunk now. (Henry has = WS O oS il m Uy Uses (e
Henry fastened the frock and Mrs. Slater appears carrying a =t Kz 28l S8 s an) oS e 505 S
< S =S 5L =) Sal |
handsome clock under her arm.) s> =8 = b =R e )9
(et 31 lages g sl 538
| thought I'd fetch this down as well. (She puts it on the ol og) —08l I oy ol S g 5 e
Mrs. Slater mantelpiece.) Our clock's worth nothing and this always S5 S S sl (=t oS, oo Jiae
appealed to me. - Sy e mineg sl g S e
Victoria That's grandpa's clock. cet 38 S als
Chut! Be quiet! It's ours now. Come Henry, lift your end. s 8 e by ol m Loy asels 1 Cigan
Victoria don't breathe a word to your aunt about the clock, | 38 5S 3 () 9585 -5l w4 jw =)
Mrs. Slater do you hear? (They carry the chest of drawers upstairs and Fo1 i WS e my i3 SOl e 0L
downstairs.) == 9l o Sl I gl Gasie Vg gl °3)
(con =N
(to herself) | thought grandpa pinched them. (After a cemi Sz 2 1318 S Lazmons Uae (o 395)
Victoria moment's thought she goes and knocks at the front door.) ole gl ot Sl o a8 Dizrge el SJ)
(et GRas S 2 5l90 S
(from upstairs) Victoria, if that's your aunt and uncle you're | szl 5l S (5 bed o 3] im,5585 (= sl)
Mrs. Slater not to open the door. (Victoria peeps through the window.) | =« S5aS ~,5585) -WsaS Gas o3ls,5 55 Un
(cmt SSSlax
Victoria Mother, it's them. HETVRESN FYIRIN
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You're not to open the door till | come down. (Knocking U =2 e S5 o WeaS g ojlg s o ¢
repeated.) Let them know we're coming. (There is a heavy —om = e 5l o] (°)L'5° Siws) -l
bumping noise.) Mind the wall, Henry. (Henry and Mrs. I B lsas (=g ST sl S 51,85 Gl *Sd‘)
Mrs. Slater Slater, very hot and flushed, appear with a pretty old- sl eS ‘“4/;1‘““1‘“ f:;f‘ if“‘lc)s"ﬁ)““‘l
: fashioned bureau containing a locked desk, put it where the %‘j SR Soye> ) o T 2’”’ 5’”‘
chest of drawers was, and straighten the ornaments, etc. S el = T’“ R = S >
The knocking is repeated.) Ll wcms) Q.Lw = A.B)& 7 dﬂ“
8 P bosss 0 pag il 55 gl elad Ggaia Vg (g1 5
(et gt 0 )bgs Siws _um =58
That was a near thing. Open the door, Victoria. Now, Henry, | _w,s58g (sgaS o3lg,5 -m3 0l ()8 SOl o
Mrs. Slater get your coat on. (She helps him.) S 330 (S Gl 0g) —sim D58 ol i pn ]
—
Henry Did we knock much plaster off the wall? Tl oS A 03l e Jlous = oq WS
Never mind the plaster. Do I look all right? (Straightening oty S Sam e S 25,8 Sely S Ay
her hair at the glass.) Just watch Elizabeth's face when she L3 (Sisy 208 orane Jb ) =) U
sees we're all in half-mourning. (Throwing him Tit-Bits.) o1 S U8 onSas 05 o o0z K at ) PEUEN
Take this and sit down. Try and look as if we'd been waiting =,“$“‘“'” ol 2 =) U e S5 ool )
for them. (Henry sits in the armchair and Mrs. Slater left of :Q c“‘f‘ ”S"’S u‘““’S = "B‘:f‘é) “‘ (c’é‘
table. They read ostentatiously. Victoria ushers in Ben and Sz f ‘5"4(:1) =S = S | ULAS.U
Mrs. Jordan. The latter is a stout, complacent woman with o3 -5k 0l = ae vk e 5 =
- e and an irritating air of being al ht sh e gl a2 5585 wcmfcww&d
an impassive and an irritating air of being always right. She bgrae Sul SU 350 - Y Lu) 58 05,5
is wearing a complete and deadly outfit of new mourning miaag g sl (s3le Ure (e o jse Srakee
crowned by a great black hat with plumes. Ben is also in OS Olan o SO o) e o Yl 5,8 cnll i s
Mrs. Slater complete new mourning, with black gloves and a band L9 oS Sl I8 Lo 55 5 Gl - U 5
round his hat. He is rather a jolly little man, accustomed to Sy Sk 6 R o = 151 U u“w lsad 0=
be humorous, but at present trying to adapt himself to the e Sy 5 o UM et Ui = USR
regrettable occasion. He has a bright, chirpy little voice. - L’S‘U"‘ — éb*“‘” 23 ‘é”b‘“ =
Mrs. Jordan sails into the room and solemnly goes straight ‘5‘1 =2 "’"‘ S WL:’SS 9 -2 \é
to Mrs. Slater and kisses her. The men shake hands. Mrs. ol =85 o M = ::‘% PR
Jordan: Not a word is spoken. Mrs. Slater furtively inspects | - 2~ < Soe s She <5 Exo b o]
ordan: Not a word is spoken. Mrs. Slater furtively inspects e s st Sz st Sl S o) -
the new mourning.) J9) =t s U1 e 2 geS 03,57 e
23 ot Gl el S ke e S
e -0y e w3l (sos) g (B gy =]
S Jue - Hgr O oo il SO 10552
(cmt 538 lae 8 Bgu 5 iz 057
Mrs. Jordan Well, Amelia, and he's gone at last. S S PP (e I N POR A P
Yes, he's gone. He was seventy-two a fortnight last Sunday. 9 JLM M ,S 143) MM,S 05 -8 =09 0L
(She sniffs back a tear. Mrs. Jordan sits on the left of the =t ol }w‘ 89) ~emn =S (15 6 4ay
Mrs. Slater table. Mrs. Slater on the right. Henry in the armchair. Ben e - i U5l (Sl S e 0557 e
on the sofa with Victoria near him.) RS GAM -t i o,k uﬁ"é sl
i a8 =S el 09885 59l SSee O
—
(chirpily) Now, Amelia, you mustn't give way. We've all got o s s bhas) ) (g =58502)
Ben to die some time or other. It might have been worse. cet ot Ugpe DBy (S S S 58 e oy -l
e WS 5 50
Mrs. Slater I don't see how. cmS G Uad e
Ben It might have been one of us. Slad B 51 o (55S e Ute oy 2
Henry It's taken you a long time to get here, Elizabeth. (S] wdy S I S =1 Ol U cai ;)
=1
Mrs. Jordan Oh, | couldn't do it. I really couldn't do it. Wg i,é‘} e (s (S S Uagd m e o)
-
Mrs. Slater (suspiciously) Couldn't do what? § s S S U WS (o ) S58ne)
Mrs. Jordan | couldn't start without getting the mourning. (Glancing at S0 Egpp pin oS Sl W é’y Use
) her sister.) (g 0I5 s 0 O ) - S
Mrs. Slater We've ordered ours, you may be sure. (Acidly) | never could | -Gsy =5 S it ol cong =S 3] ol o o
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fancy buying ready-made things. U Sy Oz LW S 05 e e (T;&L)
o S
No? For myself it's such a relief to get into the black. And oy e K5, S oW I a e S
Mrs. Jordan now perhaps you'll tell us all about it. What did the doctor e o,k =S ol Uy Shola ol gl o e
say? LS LS 5 813 €8 il
Mrs. Slater Oh, he's not been near yet. ST g Ol S5 ol 0 o)
Mrs. Jordan Not been near? SUT s S5 o
B (in the same breath) Didn't you send for him at once? I \)53 o) ol S (e il o SY))
en Lo
Of course | did. Do you take me for a fool? | sent Henry at P PCOM _9,35 e W o e L\,\.v..
Mrs. Slater once for Dr. Pringle but he was out. =% 35 S SIS oS s s 5 se S
5 e iy s B e L
B You should have gone for another. Eh, Eliza? o WS Tlad g U 68 4 jegs (oS oS T
en g
S las 13¥ el
Mrs. Jordan Oh, yes. It's a fatal mistake. e bl S Sl Ol gl
Pringle attended him when he was alive and Pringle shall ) i eai 05 i i 5,8 2N K ) JS_')_’
Mrs. Slater attend him when he's dead. That's professional etiquette. U S s 03 o € 2aSs Ul S0
—om sl Slg i
Ben Well, you know your own business best, but- S8 i e R oS A il Ty S
Mrs. Jordan Yes---it's a fatal mistake. ce Shle o S -0l
Mrs. Slater Don't talk so silly, Elizabeth. What good could a doctor have | LS 3813 SOl —akin 1) 9,8 e (il lig8g
s vate done? s S JS Loz
Look at the many cases of persons being restored to life LW LS UL e LJL =S Uy = a2 )
Mrs. Jordan hours after they were thought to be 'gone'. 2)ligs any S siiel (A8 ) ' Sz sl 05 S
:AS E b.u)
That's when they've been drowned. Your father wasn't Uy oS T g 58 Cigtog o oy Lgy o6 oy
Henry . O P p
drowned, Elizabeth. - ) ol (agd g
(humorously) There wasn't much fear of that. If there was 81l g g3 anlyy S Ll (o 1) >l 3e)
Ben one thing he couldn't bear it was water. (He laughs, but no o S S U sl g e 9> ==y S
else does.) U 55 S o By 05) -l (S g o3
(s
Mrs. Jordan (pained) Ben! (Ben is crushed at once.) (e Bl gq Gulsl 158 Cma) 1o (i csS35)
(piqued) I'm sure he washed regular enough. 2ol S o i e (o JS01,0)
Mrs. Slater ; - 7\
las Gges 3K o SuclBly
Mrs. Jordan If he did take a drop too much at times, we'll not dwell on oy W eslyy e o,k Sl S 5 ) B
’ that, now. O O R ol
Father had been 'merry' this morning. He went out soon =S Saliog - as 9> S e z) ol Wi
Mrs. Slater after breakfast to pay his insurance. b S B8l (S e Gl a8
e 8
Ben My word, it's a good thing he did. WS 5 Ul 7 s alS laz) SG) o ez o)
He always was thoughtful in that way. He was too il oy i mmi iy iy 7 b (ol ey og
Mrs. Jordan honourable to have 'gone’ without paying his premium. =8 Oa iy S 18] ey S i s e
sl
Well, he must have gone round to the 'Rine-o'-Bells' ool =S g0, ams Sl g oy Sums
afterwards, for he came in as merry as a sand boy. | say, C)L <_>5 =SH b e S %9 KPR Y Ed
Mrs. Slater ‘We're only waiting Henry to start dinner'. '‘Dinner’, he says ‘—9)'0 o' Ut hS e -l Ul S g0 25
'l don't want no dinner. I'm going to bed!' -om =1y S I S S g sy LSS 61“‘1
LlaS IS el ) e’ o WS 05 (' LilaS I )’
Som by b Sige Ore ez 0
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Ben (shaking his head) Ah! Dear, dear. —eob ol ol (ogy =i e W)
And when | came in | found him undressed sure enough and | LW — () qu e 55 U il Ure oz gl
Henry snug in bed. (He rises and stands on the hearth rug.) =S sz gl = Bl 65) Ll 5,8 T A
(c1 t‘}t ‘}"S £ ueﬂs
(definitely) Yes, he'd had a 'warning'. I'm sure of that. Did — Sz Je bl Ul gl ol o (Lai)
Mrs. Jordan he know you? i 8 ey LS - Gy Kl Ll e
$ =
Henry Yes. He spoke to me. cemd g o mme 09 Ul
Mrs. Jordan Did he say he'd had a 'warning'? Uﬁ‘}a sbasl' Sl S o) SLS S gl WS
_‘_ffb.'
No. He said, 'Henry, would you mind taking my boots off? | i e S ol LS 5w LS = Usisl e
Henry forgot before | got into bed'. == B e St el S5S  =,0)
Slei WS Jgmy iy e
Mrs. Jordan He must have been wandering. =S Ust s P98 0y
Henry No, he'd got 'em on all right. Slas WS St JSSL ) =5 0! e
And when we'd finished dinner, | thought I'd take up a bit of | — (e 55 WS iz LS K ol &5 o o )
something on a tray. He was lying there for all the world as | 05> sl JS 28 25 Sl (e S s
Mrs. Slater if he was asleep, so | put the tray down on the bureau - 2 -U3 ot S 09 i =20 2 5 Olig 09 -5
e L SN . g
(correcting herself) on the chest of drawers and went to (:j%éc')séj*‘ L.s‘5 ?’) @2 ﬂg)j‘)-' = |
ken him. (A )H it . A O UM U9l R Ygde 5&.)3/))“’
waken him. (A pause.) He was quite cold 5 1508 S e 8 0 (i oSol) - i€
H Then | heard Amelia calling for me, and | ran upstairs. ) b gy 5,180 e oS Lliel 5 (e ey
enry 2 <
Blay gl ae
Mrs. Slater Of course we could do nothing. L GV TV IPE PV O- S
Mrs. Jordan He was 'gone'? § i Sz ' oy
Henry There wasn't any doubt. Slad G Ss S5S Uae o
| always knew he'd go sudden in the end. (A pause. They SOzl e S 09 S Ll il ey e
Mrs. Jordan wipe their eyes and sniff back tears.) a3l gl o cnidy SU) -8 sl
(0 S sl ) ) Uy tazsis
(rising briskly at length in a business-like tone) Well, will you | iail —w (5305 —w hold ne == (5,U4,)
Mrs. Slater go up and look at him now, or shall we have tea? =) ol gl S5l sl F LS ez (i
L i Sl o b 28 58
Mrs. Jordan What do you say, Ben? o ey =S WS
Ben I'm not particular. —ons Sul el (568 e
(surveying the table) Well, then, if the kettle's ready we b S ) ez (g i 6 5 S je)
Mrs. Jordan may as well have tea first. (Mrs. Slater puts the kettle on ke o) —uy S (2 Sl :Lve;_-'i =t
the fire and gets tea ready.) (cat S5 LW Sl gl o eSS S
Henr One thing we may as well decide now; the announcement U8 dasd Gl 2 ag U 2l S Loz nz S
Y in the papers. me Uy, S el (ae el b 09 -y
Mrs. Jordan I was thinking of that. What would you put? 3251 LS o i g g e 2L sl e
At the residence of his daughter, 235 Upper Corn bank O 1235 4568 sl LS s S o
Mrs. Slater Ll .
Street, etc. o pgeing i Sy
Henry Would you care for a bit of poetry? S s Jeolis Ume ol sl (ghemi T WS
¢ 2
Mrs. Jordan I like 'Never Forgotten'. It's refined. ~ -'l? S 0 blhey (oS! ) Gy e
=t oM
Henry Yes, but it's rather soon for that. PN ESICIVIIN D W 1
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Ben You couldn't very well have forgot him the day after. i S U Jsm b oz ) Dl g
Mrs. Slater | always fancy, 'A loving husband, a kind father, and a Vg 5,8 by SOl (g 5,8 Sy mdnoy 1o
) faithful friend'. Sy sl SO ol Db Gaks Ul e
Ben (doubtfully) do you think that's right? T U tazxan Saad sl O (oo )
H I don't think it matters whether it's right or not. S L’)—Y U d)s 9S w wl = S ) ae
enry
Mrs. Jordan No, it's more for the look of the thing. cer b S aglaSsesl; o i
| saw a verse in the Evening News yesterday. Proper poetry | s se Us a5 (S pls co pae SO IS 5 e
it was. It rhymed. (He gets the paper and reads.) 'Despised 09) - ol m - g ele i e
Henry and forgotten by some you may be But the spot that bl> i i aaS" (o By ) 4 3S5 ,Ls)
contains you is sacred to we.' UH Sl Ol S 05 08 o ol ks Lo Umy gl
-=1 i = LJL°‘1
Mrs. Jordan That'll never do. You don't say 'scared to we'. Td‘é o 918 e -8 g0 U oS Ll
- L9 ).)
Henry It's in the paper. ce 3970 e Ll o
Mrs. Slater You wouldn't say it if you were speaking properly, but it's (S U ) 51 g e Sl TS
) different in poetry. e i e (s pels S
Henry Poetic license, you know. con il T Y o) els
No, that'll never do. We want a verse that says how much s poas bt So) o -8 51 U oS La) iGas
Mrs. Jordan we loved him and refers to all his good qualities and says P JUS U IOV I VL LS C TV v 3
what a heavy loss we've had. or s s 18 Ogngs plad (S Ll gl =i
c=t 131 Olais 1 WS ey S =8 52
Mrs. Slater You want a whole poem. That'll cost a good lot. B e (S e —y e plai JaSe SOl E
-5 bél,u‘
Well, we'll think about it after tea, and then we'll look g w2 =S Sl e L)b =S ol o claz]
Mrs. Jordan through his bits of things and make a list of them. There's 5S 09555 =S U9z S ool ey sl 5
all the furniture in his room. =S ol -8 Ul 3 (S O gl 8 anSs
et d57se b plad Use o seS
Henry There's no jewellery or valuables of that sort. ce 0 Olobe a8 905 598 S s Ll
Mrs. Jordan Except his gold watch. He promised that to our Jimmy. sasg b Ll (S (_5)33 &S g S ol g
e T L)L""t i LS
Promised your Jimmy! | never heard of that. 20 =S ) o o IS saey —u o 5
Mrs. Slater - . i
b U =S e
Oh, but he did, Amelia, when he was living with us. He was 2ol o9 o cbliel dlas LS 5l 0S wo)
Mrs. Jordan . Ll ST
very fond of Jimmy. PN B JCOCWR LIV QP PRI B P W8
Mrs. Slater Well. (Amazed.) | don't know! Sl s e (S 31 Ol p>) ez
Anyhow, there's his insurance money. Have you got the SIS L, &S omgail S owl I ).b..
Ben receipt for the premium he paid this morning? R it G e ey S e S
TS sl zre C‘
Mrs. Slater I've not seen it. (Victoria jumps up from the sofa and comes | ,u5) v S50 ~55S9) -laSus Uaps —wl =5 e
) behind the table.) (cmt S oz =5 e sl =1 Sz
L Mother, | don't think Grandpa went to pay his insurance oy Ul e Gl O 1als S O g e 0le
Victoria . . .7
this morning. cemi 8 5,8 )
Mrs. Slater He went out. cemi 8 leg
Yes, but he didn't go into the town. He met old Mr. e o 05 - =18 s 56 05 05 (0L
Victoria Tattersall down the street, and they went off past St. S Ugigs 9 g9l o e K S S5
Philip's Church. -y S ez S s
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Mrs. Slater To the 'Ring-0'-Bells', I'll be bound. -8 g Sk e ety b (S )-S5
Ben The 'Ring-0'-Bells'? NV AEESH
That public-house that John Shorrock's widow keeps. He is S9S5 o9m S S99 Ol 57 a8 else 0
Mrs. Slater always hanging about there. Oh, if he hasn't paid it - o) A eos) -G Sy S O ~var 05 -
-5 =t S U Gails) S
B Do you think he hasn't paid it? Was it overdue? L WSTLS U Is) o el S L B LS S
en :
§ladla¥) g
Mrs. Slater I should think it was overdue. Slad 1Y) Crlg o9 oS o S e
Something tells me he's not paid it. I've a 'warning', | know ce WS U ) o ) S B xS e
Mrs. Jordan . \ . . -
it; he's not paid it. ce WS O sl o Gl U Gl =l e
Ben The drunken old beggar. Y] TN PPV -
Mrs. Jordan He's done it on purpose, just to annoy us. o g us M =S vabo S —wl 5 wl
e =S Y el ey
After all I've done for him, having to put up with him in the ol o5 Ol LS LS 8 S ) o e I8 5T
Mrs. Slater house these three years. It's nothing short of swindling. 15 S925 m 150 B8 cals 1y Une goS ol e
-UMA (“5 ==
Mrs. Jordan I had to put up with him for five years. 56,8 el G Qe B sl Sl e
And you were trying to turn him over to us all the time. S oS Moz o Jlag il a8y 4
Mrs. Slater c S
e oy S RS
Henr But we don't know for certain that he's not paid the = ol S 0l U e sh ey o 0SS
4 premium. LS O 18] e
Mrs. Jordan I do. It's come over me all at once that he hasn't. w8 = b§ T po nSJ R Eme m -Ust b Use
-GS U GSllsl o
Mrs. Slater Victoria, run upstairs and fetch that bunch of keys that'son | s Jad Ky )3 (S 1ls gl $8lay sl 558
) your grandpa's dressing table. S5l D e K sl I
Victoria (timidly) In Grandpa's room? $ s 2 p0S S sls (o I )
Mrs. Slater Yes. —ok
Victoria I-I don't like to. —S U B Ll e
Don't talk so silly. There's no one can hurt you. (Victoria U o (595 09,8 S bz b (S Usdsly
Mrs. Slater goes out reluctantly.) We'll see if he's locked the receiptup | =it =SS m)9585) -USw iy Oaes Olais
in the bureau. oS = ool S 28 0 o (o S SO 1L
-GS U st e jae My
Ben In where? In this thing? (He rises and examines it.) § ol gl = Gl 69) Time uz ol § 0 OWS
@ty e
(also rising) Where did you pick that up, Amelia? It's new W OLS = el (o id] o)
Mrs. Jordan since last | was here. (They examine it closely.) 89) —sn3 Sl L ez e o oy s JSSL
(c0t S35 ol
Mrs. Slater Oh-Henry picked it up one day. lad Wlas) (g SO ) =5 s pq-0)
Mrs. Jordan | like it. It's artistic. Did you buy it at an auction? —l c: FLS o S5 g & laz) o —ae
Tl o oM
Henry Eh! Where did | buy it, Amelia? Tllso) iy 3 v OUS ) =5 e
Mrs. Slater Yes, at an auction. ceme o Ol >
Ben (disparagingly) Oh, second-hand. ~y B8 0g) (e i =)
Don't show your ignorance, Ben. All artistic things are sl 01,1858 plad tons 5laSs cie el )
Mrs. Jordan second-hand. Look at those old masters. (Victoria returns, LIPS SUM S st 0 S8 o,lgs
very scared. She closes the door behind her.) 65 i ) il m93S9) -998s S 0Lk
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(cmt S8 W 0jlgus mazm ol oy -
Victoria Mother! Mother! ol 1ok
Mrs. Slater What is it, child? o o S
Victoria Grandpa's getting up. -om =t =5 gl Il
Ben What? TS
Mrs. Slater What do you say? Sy S WS¢
Victoria Grandpa's getting up. —0a =1 =5l sl
Mrs. Jordan The child's crazy. P (VI ({ P
Don't talk so silly. Don't you know your grandpa's dead? Sl s ¢ WS 198 e il Sligsy
Mrs. Slater s . -
G TV (P VRCIPE R A P AW
No, no; he's getting up. | saw him. (They are transfixed with laSas Uad) 2 e -0 =y =51 09t o
Victoria amazement: Ben and Mrs. Jordan left of Victoria clings to 0357 e gl On 10 ST e (KO am o)
Mrs. Slater, right of table; Henry near fireplace.) e i f-d“ oo D9y Soz m$S9 =
(_;.u).ﬁ é \S‘ SIM s;.\:[? L}*—"-’
Mrs. Jordan You'd better go up and see for yourself, Amelia. —5280s S gl s £ 8 A (bl
Mrs. Slater Here come with me, Henry. (Henry draws back terrified.) alo =S G35 (5w s o) mile o e Ol
et Wy
(suddenly) Hist! Listen. (They look at the door. A slight b (S a g eg) —sie [ ssels (SSl2)
chuckling is heard outside. The door opens, revealing anold | ls) S (bt v Sh SOl 1l -0y ZiaSas
man clad in a faded but gay dressing-gown. He is in his uj“‘ 5579 *54‘ (e WS °)‘5)f =t s (S
stockinged feet. Although over seventy he is vigorous and Jl:"f‘ °9 '=l1l‘§1 Al w?fl" s Lds‘éj}”"“'
Ben well coloured; his bright, malicious eyes twinkle under his o f) c“‘g&"‘“ s T’S‘ = c’jsj*“‘ ﬁé”’
heavy, reddish-grey eyebrows. He is obviously either Sl ") =T ‘[:y)" § ‘Lj
Grandfather Abel Merryweather or else his ghost.) = = P I JJ. T S oS
: 09 ~U HSez UaaSSl i (g S !
el b o g e il lals 55 b o 1l
(pm
What's the matter with little Vicky? (He sees Ben and Mrs. 9 O 05) € oy olre WS miles S Sy Jigaxr
Jordan.); Hello! What brings you here? How's yourself, Ben? | s <l juz LS Lol (-t U-nﬁaé_ss J3)57 jamo
Abel (Abel thrusts his hand at Ben, who skips back smartly and =il Byl Jal) Fom o5 S DI S Y Ol
retreats with Mrs. Jordan to a safe distance below the sofa.) | =2F8 == G 7 (=t B ) = 5 = U‘”
=S g0 mile S 03,57 e 9l o
(cmt Blr 3o il p holb Lgime i
(approaching Abel gingerly) Grandfather, is that you? (She O sl (Ssg o b S Jal = 05)
Mrs. Slater pokes him with her hand to see if he is solid.) ~ et ale el w3l Sl o5) S ol
(cmt gl 09 S o =S s
Abel Of course it's me. Don't do that, 'Melia. What the devil do 8 T 29,8 o elilroul “Ugp pe m St
you mean by this tomfoolery? F ot llae LS s 3589 =
Mrs. Slater (to the others) He's not dead. cm 0 e 09 (55 Ugpwgs)
Ben Doesn't seem like it. Bos g SileSs 2L Ll
(irritated by the whispering) You've kept away long enough, | Lus B3 & @ (s =31 S5 o o855, 0)
Abel Lizzie; and now you've come you don't seem over-pleased S a8y zazme £ sl 50 B E Sl gl s G s
to see me. -3 OS ss ealy
You took us by surprise, father. Are you keeping quite well? | 35 ol US _olUl (s S ol u> Gaeg 3
Mrs. Jordan ¢ -
Abel (trying to catch the words.) Eh? What? FLS TOL (s 2,8 LnasS LS o Ladd)
Mrs. Jordan Are you quite well? €U Saas JSIL I LS
Abel Aye, I'm right enough but for a bit of a headache. | wouldn't | 5,5 Uy l,; Sl oS Us S S Gae >
o s S B Osile gy SEIL s e e

taleemzone.com

taleemzone.com

taleemzone.com



Character Dialogue / Stage Direction
mind betting that I'm not the first in this house to be carried | L J Use Ol 8 —azr On Vg e 48
to the cemetery. | always think Henry looks none too Ut bizgw Oae 2L =S (s mivey e - Sl
healthy. U8 Gad 1o im0
Well, I never! (Abel crosses to the armchair and Henry gets BT o, S S Ja) T omsS Use elaz
Mrs. Jordan out of his way to the front of the table.) o Sl ) el =S e 5 gl o
(-
Abel 'Melia, what the dickens did | do with my new slippers? €t WS g LS 3T oS Uslazr o0 4 pre o lidse
(confused) Aren't they by the hearth, grandfather? o ol =S BT og WS (sy gy O3l )
Mrs. Slater N 3
H cﬁ\.l
| don't see them. (Observing Henry trying to remove the waasS S b1 ) SlaShs L o) =5 e
Abel slippers.) Why, you've got 'em on, Henry. & o (S eSes 58 A s S
Tt el LS !
(promptly) I told him to put them on to stretch them; they S S one) 0 S LS ) S e (o s>)
were that new and hard. Now, Henry. (Mrs. Slater snatches | —- (s n ke o) (s el -0sS (oS o
Mrs. Slater . . . NG
the slippers from Henry and gives them to Abel, who puts 37 =t S 5 dnl sl sl o Glisez e
them on and sits in armchair.) (-t Bl s g oS gl = Wi 02
(to Ben) Well, | don't call that delicate, stepping into adead | (s u -USS Ua cwlio maze laz) (58 C)
Mrs. Jordan man's shoes in such haste. (Henry goes up to the window = oo Ll 63 0 55l o Blr 3,0 S S5aS
’ and pulls up the blind Victoria runs across to Abel and sits =S ol sl =1 s '—9)J° &S J-U‘ 9585
on the floor at his feet.) (cot Sl = a2 Uae Ugesd
Victoria Oh, Grandpa, I'm so glad you're not dead. O 2o S Ust Ui e O Isls cag)
-UM
(in a vindictive whisper) Hold your tongue, Victoria. 9255 e 98 0L Lal (Une (o555 e (o i))
Mrs. Slater : g -
5383
Abel Eh? What's that? Who's gone dead? § et e 0sS SLS SO
(Loudly) Victoria says she's sorry about your head. =S Ol sl g S m55S (Use o) zg))
Mrs. Slater S A
Vgq Luged) g Oae 2 )b =S 350 e
Abel Ah, thank you, Vicky, but I'm feeling better. Ly S Gegmme An e ol S (S S
-Un
Mrs. Slater (to Mrs. Jordan) He's so fond of Victoria. Sy (9998 gy S 05389 0 (v (1557 Jae)
Mrs. Jordan (to Mrs. Slater) Yes; he's fond of our Jimmy, too. b S o S o 09 0l (v ik )
-om S5
Mrs. Slater You'd better ask him if he promised your Jimmy his gold ol S uspl S aze e O 5 o AR
) watch. lai WS sieg 8 s (o508 S g oS Lo
(disconcerted) | couldn't just now. | don't feel equal to it. S S mzr e s o e (e =g Olan )
Mrs. Jordan 5 - 5 >
Why, Ben, you're in mourning! And Lizzie too. And 'Melia, ol L 390 gl Lor mlie Sguw & O 0ssS
Abel and Henry and little Vicky! Who's gone dead? It's someone €t Lo UsS TGS9 S9nz gl s gl Lilse
in the family. (He chuckles.) (-t B o) -y By 558 e Ol
Mrs. Slater No one you know, father. A relation of Ben's. s ey SsS S o —gl (il Uiy el
—
Abel And what relation of Ben's? § s ey b S K o 9
Mrs. Slater His brother. B PYR GO
B (to Mrs. Slater) Hang it, | never had one. o Sl e 5 g gl (o ke jus)
en
et o Sy
Abel Dear, dear. And what was his name, Ben? Clas pb LSS Ll s -0 Ly o)
Ben (at a loss) Er-er. (He crosses to front of table.) b S sae S miwlaog) LIl Gy sl 528)
(= b
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Mrs. Slater (R. of table, prompting) Frederick. 2SS 18 (o (s il sy S )
Mrs. Jordan (L. of table, prompting) Albert. S (o il il Sl S o)
Ben Er-Fed Alb-Issac. Sl =58 )
Abel Issac? And where did your brother Isaac die? e 0bS Shl Slas | Les o) TS
Ben In-er-in Australia. —ose Ll xul- )
Abel Dear, dear. He'd be older than you, eh? ) R S L T ) POl
Ben Yes, five years. e mbz ol
Abel Aye, aye. Are you going to the funeral? Somulr poms d S
Ben Oh, yes. ol gl
Mrs. Slater NO, no. UM U
and Mrs.
Jordan
Ben No, of course not. (He retires to L.) (e UT el il Sl 0g) as g UM
(rising) Well, | suppose you've only been waiting for me to eors Sl o Jus e dazl (o Ladl)
Abel begin tea. I'm feeling hungry. e —Om =y S i) e 3 S S8
—el S H oRgee ‘55-‘“-.'
Mrs. Slater (taking up the kettle) I'll make tea. -GS il Sl o (o G S)
Come along, now; sit you down and let's be jolly. (Abel sits 15 P0)) I BV VO E N 5 PR P { B
at the head of the table, facing spectators. Ben and Mrs. ~hele =S Ugilaled (o Blr miay gl =S e
Abel Jordan on the left. Victoria brings a chair and sits by Abel. Sl A-.!)sf\sg =t wb ol 03,97 e sl O
Mrs. Slater and Henry sit on the right. Both the women are | > -=t v’“““f’i’“l‘“ é J‘”‘ 2! =t e f“’z‘s
next to Abel.) 352 - Sy b 0l A gl Sl
(om & 81 =S Jnh Oigse
Mrs. Slater Henry, give grandpa some pie. -95 SbazxS S Ol lsls (s
Thank you. I'll make a start. (He helps himself to bread and o) gy 395 09) -8 U S £ e i S
Abel butter.) (Henry serves the pie and Mrs. Slater pours out tea. | — U,S (awe S5b i) (cm S g O=Se
Only Abel eats with any heartiness.) st Il e - oy LB Sl ik e g
e L’Lms — Ls)‘.d;
Ben Glad to see you've got an appetite, Mr. Merryweather, Sl S G e (S99 S 8805
although you've not been so well. cem U A 2SS Som
Abel Nothing serious. I've been lying down for a bit. 3 23S (e il g w3 caaubs sl )
i lgy b o S
Mrs. Slater Been to sleep, grandfather? € =S g O Isls
Abel No, I've not been to sleep. Slad Gagd Lge Ue U
Mrs. Slater Oh! og)
(eating and drinking) | can't exactly call everything to mind, e S a4y e (g iy ) 3laS)
Abel but | remember | was a bit dazed, like- | couldn't move an 23S U o 3l mazme S (LS (e 03
inch, hand or foot. S 05k sl w3l Wl Gae S Lz (i ()] > 195
s B8 g Y o 51 S
Ben And could you see and hear, Mr. Merryweather? o Shue (ot S8 (e gl aSus T LS
3 )
Abel Yes, but | don't remember seeing anything particular. Oy 0Sa3 (o 23S (s sl mazme S Ol
Mustard Ben. (Ben passes the mustard.) (=t Bus 3 e Oa) O Lo
Of course not, grandfather. It was all your fancy. You must S S SN ) OO N NPT L\.uz_.
Mrs. Slater
have been asleep.
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Character Dialogue / Stage Direction
Abel (snappishly) I tell you | wasn't asleep. 'Melia. Damn it, | 190 Lgme s e S Ut Uy o e (o (s00>)
ought to know. VI E S (VIS VISPE SUPSRPRETCeS [P IV IV P
Didn't you see Henry or Amelia come into the room? gy =l e 2 p0S ¢S blael ol o = T LS
Mrs. Jordan - E
TlaSas U
Abel (scratching his head) Now let me think---- cmegd g mmme ol (g DS 4w W)
Mrs. Slater | wouldn't press him Elizabeth. Don't press him. ,;lj.g‘i » O =GB U5 U 5L o O e i )
= S~
Henry I wouldn't worry him. B Ua,S Un Olag g ool Use
(suddenly recollecting) Ay, begad! 'Melia and Henry, what 9 oo Tl o0 1 (g 5,8 s SSL2)
the devil did you mean by shifting my bureau out of my S e o e b Ol WS O8I & (s
Abel bedroom? (Henry and Mrs. Slater are speechless). D' you )5“”6}%) ?‘§ Sy 2 oS S g oo
hear me? Henry! 'Melia! o azme £ LS Uy g sz Y ke s
Haso Lis n Tt
Mrs. Jordan What bureau was that, Father? §om e (misS 09 150l
Abel Why, my bureau, the one | bought--- [ _____ Ja 3 5 Use 97 (9 e Lo (S
Mrs. Jordan (pointing to the bureau) Was it that one, Father? cﬁ WS sl (g =58 6 kel b (S ae)
Ah, that's it. What's it doing here? Eh? (A pause. The clock S Tob T U, S LS Ol meg S el
on the mantelpiece strikes six. Everyone looks at it.) Drat Mt S B (5508 35250 gy Geny S -8y
Abel me if that isn't my clock too. What the devil's been going on | ~ 4S gs osnle ms’”(\(-:z bases = SsS
in this house? (A slight pause.) e 1 e g8 ol ¥y b 5305 e o2
(8 bgaz SOl Sy by 50 WS
Mrs. Jordan Well, I'll be hanged. “S il (os wilay —aze claz
Abel I'll tell you what's been going on in this house. Father. L 51 US Use a8 Lal S Use B 58 O e
Nothing short or robbery. ETPRIP QP S SV PRTCITS
Ben Be quiet, Elizabeth. _5 90 Unges cain )
Mrs. Jordan I'll not be quiet. Oh, | call it double------ faced. 031;5 G3lo —ul e -8 Usy U s e
Henry Not now, Elizabeth. PN ORIV PN
Mrs. Jordan And you, too. Are you such a poor creature that you must Lle 1 S g Gsle ()l () @ LS oy & )
’ do every dirty thing she tells you? € S et og 97 iz LS alS
Mrs. Slater (rising) Remember where you are, Elizabeth. _52S, 3l il o & Obz cminn ) (g i)
Henry (rising) Come, come. No quarrelling. —os 158 558 T sl (g i)
Ben (rising) My wife's every right to speak her own mind. Sl S I 2l S s s (gq —xail)
= 8 S
Mrs. Slater Then she can speak it outside, not here. —0n0 Ol g S Jr mliog
(rising: thumping the table) Damn it all, will someone tell ond (g by v gy 55 e gy —ail)
Abel me what's been going on? L dz WS B S0 —ame (535S WS csmmmy
S
Mrs. Jordan Yes, | will. I'll not see you robbed. Sy 58 _j. e Ust S e 0l >
-GS UseSas U
Abel Who's been robbing me? S U B UsS e
Amelia and Henry. They've stolen your clock and bureau. e g9l 508 LS ol 5 L) i sl bl
Mrs. Jordan (Working herself up.) They sneaked into your room like a Kl o5 (o1 =308 o8 553) - W2
thief in the night and stole them after you were dead. s e Saz 00 2 S Sl b (S sz
Wz ol s S ipe Sl gl i
Henry and Hush! Quiet, Elizabeth! Lo I ! mgels | s
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Character Dialogue / Stage Direction

Mrs. Slater
I'll not be stopped. After you were dead, | say. s =S e S Ol (LS Uy U Lgels e

Mrs. Jordan 3

“Ust S = Use

Abel After who was dead? Famy S e S S

Mrs. Jordan You Sl

Abel But I'm not dead. “Usnt Lo U e S

Mrs. Jordan No, but they thought you were. (A pause. Abel gazes round cei 8 o o w3 Ogs) S e

) at them.) (cmt B 98 sl Jal i35 S)
Oho! So that's why you're all in black today. You thought | Eom o u9RS D 2T o sl gy

Abel was dead. (He chuckles.) That was a big mistake. (He sits it (o Bag 09) ~UsalS o e lazans =
and resumes his tea.) =8 é}% N sl o Bl o) - hale (53

(et B8 oy =

Mrs. Slater (sobbing) Grandfather. Sollsls (S 2 plbSan)

Abel It didn't take you long to start dividing my things between st S e Uae ul sbz) (e 5 U5Ss) E
you. SS9 UM RS

Mrs. Slater No, father, you mustn't think that. Amelia was simply s blye) -y Ugrgm U m 58 S esl ey

’ getting hold of them on her own account. s Sy =S ~ad Wl g Usnz O
You always were a keen one, Amelia. | suppose you thought | < gw (ae -bliel (i (re (257 o minay €

Abel . e i L. g
the will wasn't fair. SR U Sl Capog S F

Henry Did you make a will? § Sl ey T WS

Abel Yes, it was locked up in the bureau. ce M U e = 0l o

Mrs. Jordan And what was in it, father? ol = SIS e ol )

That doesn't matter now. I'm thinking of destroying it and =SS izl S5 s B8 S5S =w ol

Abel . 1
making another. —0sn by @sm Ure 2l =5 Sl s

Mrs. Slater (sobbing) Grandfather, you'll not be hard on me. s = x.s.l... oo ol (Ol Dsls (g g))

-:‘SW' UM
I'll trouble you for another cup of tea, 'Melia; two lumps S b S g 8 Sl aged Uae Lilae
Abel and plenty of milk. e Jlaie B gl 2 585 g5 —g s S
_2’&9‘)

Mrs. Slater With pleasure. Grandfather. (She pours out the tea.) (= LB S5z 0g) w353 g0 Oz Ials
| don't want to be hard with anyone. I'll tell you what I'm O e e gy (s e sile =S (a8 e
going to do. Since your mother died, I've lived part of the = oz 05 Vg S5 LS e S 05 Bl 5S
time with you, 'Melia, and part with you, Lizzie. Well, I shall | =ile =S <l <=, .‘»ﬁ*—' e i 00 0o S

Abel make a new will, leaving all my bits of things to whomever 'i)“j f“"\l“’gé t‘" =9 ‘jff é‘d;u“’ t‘ﬁlb
I'm living with when | die. How does that strike you? flod (R D D5t Sares (B On e g

& Y uy;ﬁbéuﬁ?gqﬂ}j‘%cﬁjéw“lﬁz‘
FBI LS Juz o S ) L8 g0 a0 o 8
Henry It's a bit of a lottery, like. ce Wz S Y S 5 m
Mrs. Jordan And who do you intend to live with from now? chms, sl ) 8 iy il =S WS Tl sl
PUM
. (drinking his tea) I'm just coming to that. Tio,b Sl ol e (g sy Sl )
-Un Lu
You know, father, it's quite time you came to live with us G S W sy o je 318 sl g il
Mrs. Jordan again. We'd make you very comfortable. 03 ) (B 58 g 0l 0 lgs il 4 g
—S =S,
No, he's not been with us as long as he was with you. il SO 95 oo mile o el oy o (g
Mrs. Slater = -
—ped S L o
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Character Dialogue / Stage Direction
I may be wrong, but | don't think father will fancy living on S Il U e S 0s el e s
Mrs. Jordan with you after what's happened today. =5 Sy il S5 lam S A8l Sl s
s =S ey e b
Abel So you'd like to have me again, Lizzie? Usty o bgs mile 2 bl (ae S5 lx F WS o
NN
Mrs. Jordan You know we're ready for you to make your home with us Sl o =S Lo Sl m S oy il ol
) for a long you please. —om W 2 =S S peS il
Abel What do you say to that, 'Melia? o1 S WS e 2L Lol T We
All | can say is that Elizabeth's changed her mind in the last i byl o i ) S Uy S S m e
Mrs. Slater two years. (Rising). Grandfather, do you know what the (s o)) -mg WS Jons o prpmce
quarrel between us was about? 158z xe 5593 o S = pslre 58 S Olr Il
°=1 = 9 u“s
Mrs. Jordan Amelia, don't be a fool; sit down. TIPS VOIS URCIVANE Y- PR IV 1VY
No, if I'm not to have him, you shan't either. We quarrelled (S Usy uad mile =S 01w 0o O 81 e
because Elizabeth said she wouldn't take you off our hands | ~55sS =i 2 3 o -0 S Usd o € 55
Mrs. Slater at any price. She said she'd enough of you to last a lifetime, | s < = S 58 oy S i LS syl
and we'd got to keep you. 09 S b LS = ol us S sls el LJL‘1
O mile Sl o (B8 S e (S5
e ba, 5 ol G sl 10 s
It seems to me that neither of you has any cause to feel o e U995 € S o Bos SlaS L) e
Abel proud about the way you've treated me. e 7 a5 38 Bl Sl (oS o 5S (S
-9 S Sole Ry cazme I F
Mrs. Slater If I've done anything wrong. I'm sure I'm sorry for it. o =S ol e e WS Lle axS 5 e S
' O3 ols> D jhre
Mrs. Jordan And | can't say more than that, too. S SS S U 23S 03h ) e ol o e gl
It's a bit late to say it, now. You neither of you cared to put iy 8 51 s B e S e ]
Abel up with me. =S nils p mmme S (oS o e U
SS o S8 S
Mrs. Slater No, no grandfather. ~OBlals g e
and Mrs.
Jordan
Aye, you both say that because of what I've told you about = oo S UssS LS o Ll 2 Usies ol el
Abel leaving my money. Well, since you don't want me I'll go to az) Lo Bo Gae 2 b =5 sz sl Al
someone that does. o Ure it O3 D0 (50 58 S S
c2 S 8 e 5z & sl sl é
Ben Come Mr. Merryweather, you've got to live with one of = e Ui Usiss i) 98 Sl g s e 3
your daughters. Bl b S S
I'll tell you what I've got to do. On Monday next I've got to e et )L U S WS B G5k Lse
do three things. I've got to go to the lawyer's and alter my Ul ol =5 JaSg mame Uy 55 Uz O
Abel will; and I've got to go to the insurance office and pay my o hme 23! -d_u‘s)s Jid Sapeg sl =t
premium; and I've got to go to St. Philip's Church and get =t S 1) s Bl ) =t blr b =S oS
; s3la gl o bl 7,2 ol S e
married. -
=SS
Ben and What! LS
Henry
Mrs. Jordan Get married! I oS sola
Mrs. Slater He's out of his senses. (General consternation.) p}s—) -0 U s ol 2l o
() oSl g
Abel I say I'm going to get married. —usn g 28 sobs e S gt Uy MS e
Mrs. Slater Who to? S S
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Character

Abel

Dialogue / Stage Direction

To Mrs. John Shorrocks who keeps the 'Ring-o'-Bells'. We've
had it fixed up a good while now, but | was keeping it for a
pleasant surprise. (He rises.) | felt | was a bit of a burden to
you both, so | found someone who'd think it a pleasure to
look after me. We shall be very glad to see you at the
ceremony. (He gets to the door.) Till Monday, then. Twelve
o' clock at St. Philip's Church. (Opening the door.) It's a
good thing you brought that bureau downstairs, 'Melia. It'll
be handier to carry across to the 'Ring-o'-Bells' on Monday.
(He goes out.)

S e S LS Gusuixe =5 e (=g Bl 05) -La
= e N el dlad mzgy gad o S (gig0
5S 2 S Jlay =803 (e 52 LS 225 58 S
Ot i S il LMA'I/-L)S LHgee (B>
bl S5 a 5190 09) -GS 51 a3 s S 8Ses
%wﬁ*w“cz"’)h—mc*hf“d‘}s)“(m
=0l azl (S UsaS o3)5,9) Lo oz =5
Harmgl S5, 58 - lae! (Y o ae Sl S
(-t bl Mz 1L 6y) ~l§§1 Lie Ll J

THE CURTAIN FALLS

=t [-‘)3/4-’/:!

taleemzone.com

taleemzone.com

taleemzone.com



Glossary

Word

Meaning

taleemzone.com

Bureau A desk with drawers and usually a top that opens down to make a table to write on

Gallivanting To go from place to place enjoying yourself

Hearth The floor at the bottom of a fireplace

Impassive Not showing any feeling or emotion

Malicious Having or showing a desire to harm somebody or hurt their feelings, caused by a feeling
of hate

Piqued Annoyed or upset

Precocious Having developed particular abilities and ways of behaving at a much younger age than
usual

Shabby (of buildings, clothes, objects, etc.) in poor condition because they have been used a lot

Speck A very small spot; a small piece of dirt, etc.

Stupefied To surprise or shock somebody; to make somebody unable to think clearly

Words / Sentences

Word

Sentence

Breaking down

The old car kept breaking down on the way to school.

Shabby

The house looked shabby with its peeling paint.

Bear up She tried to bear up even though she was feeling very sad.
Trifles Don't worry about trifles but focus on the important things.
Briskly He walked briskly to catch the bus.

Ornaments She lost all her ornaments for home décor.

Bargain Mom got a great bargain on the dress.

Kettle The kettle whistled loudly in the kitchen.

Grubbing The kids were grubbing in the dirt to find worms for fishing.
Tit-Bits Grandma gave us some tit-bits of cake as a treat.

Get rid We decided to get rid of old toys.

Vigorous My brother is a vigorous and muscular boy.

Plump The plump cat sat lazily on the roof.

Mourning The family was in mourning after their father passed away.
Telegram Long ago, people used to send messages through a telegram.
Peeps She peeps through the curtains to see who is at the door.
Tailcoat The man wore a fancy tailcoat to the formal event.
Bumping He bumped into me at the corner.

Stagger He began to stagger after carrying the heavy box.

Outshine Her bright dress seemed to outshine her sister's.
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Exercise — Reading and Critical Thinking

A. Answer the following questions:

1. What do the actions and words of Mrs. Slater and Mrs. Jordan reveal about their true motivations? How do these motivations
influence their behaviour throughout the play?

Ans. True Motivations

Mrs. Slater and Mrs. Jordan want money and Mr. Merryweather's things. Their greed makes them act mean and selfish throughout the
play.

2. How does the conflict over Mr. Merryweather's possessions drive the plot of the play? What does this conflict reveal about the
characters' values and priorities?

Ans. Plot of the Play

The conflict over Mr. Merryweather's belongings makes everyone upset and angry. They keep on quarreling which drives the plot of the
play. It shows that they care more about things than each other.

3. In what ways does Stanley Houghton use satire to criticize family dynamics and social values in the play? How effective is this
approach in conveying his message?

Ans. Satire in the Play

Stanley Houghton uses satire to expose hypocrisy, selfishness within the family and absurd justification of the behaviours of the characters
which develops a hatred for the characters that makes his approach very effective in conveying the message.

4. How does the play challenge the traditional idea of family unity and affection? What does The Dear Departed suggest about the
nature of family ties when material wealth is involved?

Ans. Family Unity

The play shows that family unity and affection has to face challenges when money is involved. It suggests that love and empathy can be lost
when material wealth is involved.

5. What role does the clock on the mantelpiece play in the story? How might it symbolize the characters' attitude towards time,
routine, or even inheritance?

Ans. Clock Symbolizes

The clock on the mantelpiece reminds everyone about time and how quickly things change. It shows that the characters care more about
their possessions than the time they spend together.

6. How does Victoria's character differ from the adults' around her? What does her perspective tell us about the younger
generation's view of the family's behaviour?

Ans. Victoria's Character

Victoria is more honest and thoughtful than the adults, who act selfishly. Her view shows that younger people can see through the adults'
silly and hypocrite behavior.

7. How do the characters display hypocrisy throughout the play? What are some examples where their words contradict their
actions?

Ans. Hypocrisy of Characters

The characters often say nice things but act in mean ways, like pretending to care while really wanting money. They pretend grief while in
actual they do not care. They pretend to give Mr. Abel a great burial while in actual they have no respect for him.

8. How does the setting of the play - a single, confined living room-affect the way the characters interact with each other? What
might this confined space suggest about the nature of their relationships?

Ans. Setting of the Play

The small living room makes everyone feel cramped and frustrated with each other. Moreover, the limited setting leaves characters with no
physical escape from each other, forcing them to confront their issues directly. It shows that their relationships are tense and unhappy.

9. How does Stanley Houghton organise the sequence of events in The Dear Departed to build tension and reveal the characters'
true motives?

Ans. Sequence of Events

Houghton organizes events to create drama, making the characters reveal their true wants. From the gradual revelation of death to
conflicts, unexpected arrival of Abel, tension keep on mounting. Then character's hypocrisy and confrontation with each other, and finally
the resolution, all events reveal their true motives.
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10. How do the themes of The Dear Departed remain relevant in modern society? Can you think of contemporary examples
where materialism impacts family relationships in a similar way?

Ans. Relevancy of the Theme
The themes are still important today because families still argue about money and things. Just like in the play, sometimes people forget to

care for their neighbours when they have no means to have enough food for themselves.
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Additional Questions / Answers

1. Why do the sisters argue in the play?
Ans. They argue over who should inherit their father's belongings. Their selfishness and greed cause constant bickering.

2. How do the daughters react to their father's supposed death?
Ans. They pretend to mourn but quickly start dividing his possessions. Their hypocrisy is revealed through their actions.

3. What is the surprise twist in the play?
Ans. The father, Abel Merryweather, turns out to be alive. His unexpected appearance shocks the daughters.

4. Why does Abel decide to change his will?
Ans. He is disappointed by his daughters' greed and lack of love. He decides to leave his property to someone more deserving.

B. Choose the correct option for each question.

What does the behaviour of Mrs. Slater and Mrs. Jordan primarily reveal about their characters?
a. They are affectionate and caring daughters.
b. They value material wealth over family bonds. v
c. They respect their father's memory and legacy.
d. They are indifferent to their father's possessions.

Why is the setting of a single room (the living room) significant in the play?
a. It highlights the family's financial struggles.
b. It creates an intimate space where the characters' true natures are revealed. v
c. It allows for more dramatic costume changes.
d. It serves as a symbol of the family's closeness and unity.

How does Victoria's reaction differ from the adults when discussing Mr. Merryweather's possessions?
a. She is indifferent and doesn't care about the inheritance.
b. She criticizes the adults for their materialism.
c. She shows confusion, hinting at her innocence compared to the adults' greed. v
d. She eagerly participates in claiming possessions.

How does Stanley Houghton use satire in The Dear Departed?
a. to exaggerate the family's love for each other
b. to humorously criticize the characters' hypocrisy and greed v
c. to create tension and suspense among the characters
d. to present a tragic view of death and mourning

The clock on the mantelpiece can be interpreted as a symbol of:
a. The passing of time and routine in the family's life. v
b. The wealth and prosperity of Mr. Merryweather.
c. The bond between the Slater sisters.
d. The memories that the family cherishes.
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C. Discuss the plot of the play using the Plot Diagram.

A plot comprises the following five elements: Exposition, Rising Action, Climax, Falling Action, Resolution.

Exposition

We learn about the main characters of the play. The whole setting of the play tells us about the dealings of the
family members with the death of the patriarch, Abel Merryweather and the initial reactions of the family
members towards his death to understand the plot.

Rising Action

Rising action can be witnessed when family starts mourning and their true greedy and selfish nature is highlighted
through their arguments and conflicts over the supposedly dead patriarch's belongings. This highlights the avarice
of the characters.

Climax

The climax occurs when suddenly the family discovers that the patriarch is actually alive. This shocking news put
the family members in a very difficult situation where they are not able to hide their innermost selfishness and
hypocrisy.

Falling Action

The hypocrite family members try their best to hide their embarrassment and true selfish nature after the
patriarch's return. But they all fail embarrassingly which clearly reveals their moral decay.

Resolution

The play concludes that the shallow and avaricious family relations gain nothing in the end. Such behavior is bound
to face embarrassment and failure. Mr. Abel decides to get married and leaves the family to realize their
selfishness and shallowness towards familial relationships.
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Vocabulary — Connotative & Denotative Meanings

Word Denotative Meaning Connotative Meaning
this term may suggest a sense of superiority or
precocious of early development or maturity abnormality, implying a child who is overly mature
or wise for their age.
gallivanting to wander about in pursuit of fun suggesting reckless or carefree behaviour
speck a small spot or mark; a tiny particle insignificance or triviality
a piece of furniture with drawers used for storing .
bureau material wealth
clothes
impressive having a strong effect on someone Shallow
hearth the floor of a fireplace selfish family members

B. Choose the correct option.

The antonym of "shabby":
a. cooperative
b. elegant v
c. jolly
d. sincere

The antonym of "impassive":
a. greedy
b. fast
c. cowardly
d. expressive v

The antonym of "delicate":
a. passionate
b. loyal
c. tough
d. robust v

The antonym of "precocious":
a. gifted
b. advanced
c. talented
d. belated v

The antonym of "heartiness":
a. indifference v
b. enthusiasm
c. friendliness
d. cheerfulness

C. Make as many words as you can from these root words.

Root Word Derived Words

Aud (hear) audio, audible, audition, audience, auditorium
colour colourful, colourless, colourable
count countable, uncountable, countless
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Root Word Derived Words

play playable, playful, unplayable
work workless, workable, workshop
faith faithful, unfaithful, faithless

Q. What role does the humour play in the play "The Dear Departed"?

Ans. Humour in "The Dear Departed" highlights the characters' greed and superficiality against the serious theme of death. It
offers a funny yet critical look at family relationships and societal expectations, prompting the readers to think about reality
versus appearances. This humour helps balance the play's serious themes, allowing for both laughter and criticism.
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Grammar — Direct and Indirect Narration

Direct speech: means the actual words of a speaker. These are enclosed with quotation marks, which are called inverted commas.

Indirect speech: does not consist of the actual words of the speaker but conveys the full sense of what he said.

Examples

Direct Speech Indirect Speech

He said, "I am happy."

He said that he was happy.

They said, "We love our country."

They said that they loved their country.

Rubab said, "I will buy a computer."

Rubab said that she would buy a computer.

She said, "She can drive a car."

She said that she could drive a car.

Ali said, "Guests might come today."

Ali said that guests might come that day.

They said, "They will come tomorrow."

They said that they would come the next day.
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A. Recapitulate your previous knowledge about Direct and Indirect Narration and change the narration of

the following sentences.

Direct Speech Indirect Speech

My father said to me, "My son, never cheat
anyone."

My father advised me never to cheat anyone.

My friend said to me, "Let us watch a documentary."

My friend suggested me that we should watch a
documentary.

The captain said to the soldier angrily, "Always obey
your seniors."

The captain ordered the soldier angrily to always
obey their seniors.

My mother said, "May you prosper!”

My mother prayed for me that | might prosper.

He said, "He did not go to school yesterday."

He said that he had not gone to school the previous
day.

The officer said, "Call the next visitor."

The officer ordered to call the next witness.

The teacher said, "Whose pen is it?"

The teacher asked whose pen that was.

She said to me, "What are you looking for?"

She asked me what | was looking for.

Zeeshan said, "Alas! | have failed the examination."

Zeeshan exclaimed with sorrow that he had failed the
examination.

He said, "Where are you going?"

He asked where | was going.

He said to me, "Please excuse me | am too tired to
go market."

He apologized to me that he was too tired to go to
market.

She said, "Listen! Can you hear someone coming?"

She asked me if | could hear someone coming.

Our teacher said, "The Sun always rises in the east."

Our teacher said that the Sun always rises in the east.

He requested his teacher to explain that theory
again.

He said to his teacher “Please, explain this theory
again”

He applauded them that they had played well.

He said to them, “Well done! You have played well”.

He bade me good morning.

He said to me “Good morning”.

He said to me, "When will you have completed your
work?"

He asked me when | would have completed my work.

B. Change the following passage into Direct Speech.

The father said to his daughter, "The internet has many useful applications." He said, "It can be used for educational purposes,
such as researching information for school projects and accessing online courses." He also said to her, "The internet is a
valuable tool for communication, allowing people to stay in touch with friends and family through email and social media."
"However," he warned her, "it is important to use the internet responsibly." He said, "There is a need to be cautious about
sharing personal information." He said to her, "You should balance your internet use with other activities, such as reading
books, playing outside, and spending time with family."

Ans.

The father said to his daughter, "The internet has many useful applications." He mentioned, "It can be used for educational
purposes, such as researching information for school projects and accessing online courses.”" He also said to her, "The internet
is a valuable tool for communication, allowing people to stay in touch with friends and family through email and social media."
"However," he warned her, "it is important to use the internet responsibly.” He said, "There is a need to be cautious about
sharing personal information." He said to her, "You should balance your internet use with other activities, such as reading
books, playing outside, and spending time with family."
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Objective Type — Choose the Word with Correct Spelling

Sr. (A) (3) (C) (D)
1 Accustomed v Acustomed Accusstomed Acusstomed

2 Chuckles v Chackles Chuckeles Chucklis

3 Constarnation Consternation v Connsternation Consttternation
4 Disconcarted Disconcertid Disconcerted v Desconcerted
5 Disparagingly v Desparagingly Disparagengly Dispragingly

6 Grasious Gracious v Grecious Gracios

7 Grabing Grobbing Grubbing v Grubbeng

8 Humorously v Hummorously Humorusly Humorrously
9 Mantelpeace Mantalpiece Mentelpiece Mantelpiece v
10 Ornaments v Ornamants Ornamints Ornamments
11 Ostentatiosly Ostentatiously v Osstentatiously Ostantatiously
12 Quareling Quarelling Quarrelling v Quarralling

13 Relluctantly Reluctently Reluctantly Reluctantly v
14 Snapishly Snappishly v Sneppishly Snepishly

15 Suspiciously v Suspeceously Suspiciousssly Suspeciously
16 Swendling Svindling Swindling v Svendling

17 Thumpping Thumbping Thummping Thumping v
18 Tomfolery Tomfoolery v Tomfulery Tomfoolary
19 | Transfixed v Transfised Transsfixed Transfixede
20 Vigorus Vigoros Vigorous v Vigorouse
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Sr. Question (A) (B) (C) ()]

1 | The synonym of Precocious is Advanced v Condition Finance Emotion

2 | The synonym of bureau is: Neuro Table v Fable Able

3 | The synonym of shabby is: Heartily Upset Dirty v Premium

4 | The synonym of impassive is: Brainless Emotionless v | Boneless Expressionless
5 The synonym of piqued is: Simulate State Hate v Plate

6 | The synonym of malicious is: Progress poisonous v Express Press

Grammar — Choose the Correct Option
Sr. Question (A) (B) () (D)
1 Sarah sald., 1 will join you tomorrow." This Direct Narration Indlrec.t erered Geadh || Fersiesing
sentence is an example of: v Narration
2 He asked rne if 1 would go with him. This Direct Narration Indlrec‘t Quotation Dialogue
sentence is an example of: Narration v
3 "Are you coming to the party?" she asked. This | Declarative Interrogative Imperative Exclamatory
is an example of: Sentence Sentence v/ Sentence Sentence
4 "l can't believe it!" he exclaimed. This is an Exclamatory Declarative Interrogative Imperative
example of: Sentence v Sentence Sentence Sentence
5 Ve e i o [ el T e em merle ot Exclamatory Declarative Interrogative Imperative
Sentence Sentence Sentence Sentence v
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— End of Unit 11 Booklet —
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